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Draft Animal Welfare Bill
452.	Ms T Breedt (Free State: FF Plus) to ask the Minister of Agriculture:
(1) Whether, with reference to a reply to Question 3435 in the National Assembly by his predecessor on 22 November 2023, the tender for the drafting of the Animal Welfare Bill has been awarded; if not, (a) why not and (b) when will it be awarded; if so, (i) to who and (ii) at what cost;
(2) whether the first draft of the said Bill has been completed; if not, when is it anticipated to be completed; if so, (a) how far has the Bill progressed through the legislative making process and (b) when is it anticipated to be submitted to Parliament?	CW609E

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:

(1)	No. 

(a) The response to Question 3435 indicated that the Department would not proceed with tenders for the drafting of the Animal Welfare Bill. 

(b) Falls away.

(i),(ii)	Falls away.

(2)	No. The revised date for the completion of the first draft of the Bill is June 2025.   The Department has engaged with the University of Pretoria (UP) through an existing Memorandum of Understanding between the Department and the University, to continue with the finalisation of the draft which has been prepared with the utilisation of the officials as indicated in the reply to Question 3435. The Bill is at a stage where it now requires expert technical (animal welfare), legal, and legislative development inputs which can collectively best be sourced through an academic institution such as the UP.

(a),(b) Falls away. 

